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U.S. Enters The War 
-Written by The National World War I Museum 
 
Why did America enter World War I? When WWI 
began in Europe in 1914, many Americans wanted the 
United States to stay out of the conflict, supporting 
President Woodrow Wilson’s policy of strict and 
impartial neutrality. “The United States must be 
neutral in fact as well as in name during these days 
that are to try men’s souls. We must be impartial in 
thought as well as in action, must put a curb upon 
our sentiments as well as upon every transaction 
that might be construed as a preference of one party 
to the struggle before another.” 

Although a vocal segment of the population favored 
“preparedness” for war (especially strengthening the 
U.S. military) and over a hundred thousand 
Americans volunteered for the international war 
effort, support for neutrality and isolationism was 
strong. 

Despite the U.S. position, many Americans personally 
sympathized with Britain, France and their allies. 
American institutions lent large sums to the Allied 
governments, giving the U.S. a financial stake in the 
outcome of the war. Nearly 10% of Americans 
identified as ethnic Germans, most of whom hoped 
the United States would remain neutral in the war. 

Public opinion began to shift away from neutrality 
following Germany’s sinking of the Lusitania in May 
1915, which resulted in the deaths of nearly 2,000 
passengers, including 128 Americans. In the face of 
strong U.S. reactions, Germany temporarily backed 
off its submarine attacks on passenger and merchant 
marine ships in the Atlantic. 
 
By 1915, especially in Eastern cities, a new 
Preparedness Movement proclaiming that the U.S. 
needed to immediately build up strong naval and land 
forces for defensive purposes. 

 
Interventionists, like former president Theodore 
Roosevelt, rallied to shape public 
opinion. “Preparedness against war does not 
invariably avert war, any more than a fire 
department in a city will invariably prevent a fire, 
and there are well-meaning, foolish people who 
point out this fact as offering an excuse for 
unpreparedness.” 
 
Equally strong in 1916, was the support for a 
continued policy of strict neutrality in the World 
War. In June of that year, New York Governor 
Martin Glynn stated at the Democratic National 
Convention in St. Louis, “The doctrine of 
neutrality is so closely woven into the warp and 
woof of our national life that to tear it out now 
would unravel the very threads of our existence. Is 
there any American so blind to our past, so hostile 
to our future that, departing from our policy of 
neutrality, he would hurl us headlong into the 
maelstrom of the war across the sea?” 

WHAT CHANGED? 

In November of 1916, President Woodrow Wilson 
won a close re-election under the slogan “He Kept 
Us Out of War.” Yet in early 1917 when Russia’s 
internal political revolutions effectively took them 
out of the war against Germany, the prospects for 
the Allies darkened. Already receiving massive 
shipments of supplies and a near limitless line of 
credit from the U.S., the Allies needed 
reinforcements. 

When easing Eastern military pressures made 
more forces available for their Western Front, 
Germany sensed the tide was turning. To capitalize 
on the shift, German leaders agreed in January of 
1917 to resume unrestricted submarine warfare to 
break the devastating army stalemate in Europe 
and the British navy’s successful blockade of 
critical German supply ports. This pushed 
American public opinion toward intervention. 

 
Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare strategy 
sent more merchant and passenger ships to the 
ocean’s floor and the loss of American lives mounted. 
The U.S. protested and in February severed 
diplomatic relations with Germany, while Congress 
appropriated funds for increased military affairs. 

About the same time, British cryptographers 
intercepted and began deciphering Germany’s 
“Zimmermann Telegram” offering U.S. territory to 
Mexico in return for joining the German cause. 
Though Mexico declaring war was not perceived as an 
imminent threat by the American public, sensational 
headlines trumpeted each new development as one of 
history’s most influential acts of codebreaking played 
out. Across the nation, support grew for intervention. 

On March 20, almost a month after the Zimmerman 
Telegram hit the American press, President Wilson 
convened the Cabinet to discuss moving from a policy 
of armed neutrality to war. It was unanimous: all 
members advised war. With a proclamation already 
being drafted by President Wilson, the American 
steamship Aztec was torpedoed and sunk by Germany 
on April 1. 

On April 2, President Wilson asked Congress to 
declare war against Germany specifically citing 
Germany’s renewed submarine policy as “a war 
against mankind. It is a war against all nations.” He 
also spoke about German spying inside the U.S. and 
the treachery of the Zimmermann Telegram. Wilson 
urged that “the world must be made safe for 
democracy.” For four days, Americans debated the 
momentous decision and most major newspapers 
published a sensationalized mix of war news and 
rumors that cast Germany as a ruthless enemy. 
 
On April 4, the Senate voted to declare war against 
Germany by a vote of 82-6. At 3:12 a.m. on April 6, the 
House of Representatives passed the resolution in a 
vote of 373 to 50. The United States went to war. 

Thomas Sanders Transfers to Post Everlasting
 

Thomas Michael “Sandy” Sanders, age 72, passed peacefully into the afterlife on January 8, 2021, in his home with his wife, Barbara by his side. 
Sandy was diagnosed with gastroesophageal cancer, a terminal diagnosis, about two years ago, and bravely fought for his life until all options had 
been exhausted. 

Sandy was born March 17, 1948, to Robert and Bonice Sanders who served in the Air Force. After high school, Sandy enlisted in the Marine Corps 
during which time he fought in the Vietnam War and was stationed in Vietnam and the Philippines. Sandy transitioned from the Marines to the 
Army National Guard where he spent sixteen years before retiring from service. 

Sandy had many jobs that he loved over his working career. Among them were firefighter at RDU airport, EMT, and truck driving. He was a gun 
enthusiast and had many interests, including hunting and fishing. Sandy enjoyed spending time with his family and friends. He had a big heart and 
never hesitated to help anyone he could. He will be deeply missed. A memorial service is being planned for this summer. 

 

   
Tuesday, April 13th - Monthly Activities (no dinner, business meeting at 7pm) 
Tuesday, April 27th – Spring BBQ Chicken Dinner Planning Meeting (7pm) 
Tuesday, May 11th – Monthly Activities (no dinner, business meeting at 7pm) 
Saturday, May 15 – Spring BBQ Chicken Dinner, $10/meal (carryout only, pickup is noon-1pm) 
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American Legion 
Legislative Agenda for 
the 117th Congress 
- Posted on Legion.org 

The American Legion is the voice of nearly 2 million U.S. 
military veterans and service members. A resolution–
based organization, The American Legion’s positions 
represent the views of its members, based on four pillars 
of service: Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National 
Security, Americanism, and Children & Youth.  

Address Toxic Exposure & Burn Pits  
A disturbingly high percentage of post-9/11 veterans have 
been exposed to airborne toxic hazards, often the result 
of personal proximity to burn pits for extended times 
during service. The American Legion has fought for 
service-connected disability benefits for conditions 
linked to toxic exposures for decades and will continue to 
do so for this generation. The American Legion urges 
Congress to reintroduce and pass the Toxic Exposure in 
the American Military (TEAM) Act of 2020 and supports 
further studies into conditions directly related to 
contaminants in order to establish a complete list of 
presumptive diseases caused by toxic exposure during 
service. Resolution No. 118, 2016  

Improve Health Care for Women Veterans  
VA has an obligation to develop and expand healthcare 
services for women, the fastest-growing demographic in 
the veteran community. A high percentage of women 
veterans who are not enrolled in VA health care say lack 
of gender-specific services and lack of awareness about 
VA benefits are primary reasons. The American Legion 
urges Congress to diligently oversee implementation of 
recently passed VA pilot programs, research initiatives, 
and policy revisions to address this. Additionally, The 
American Legion encourages expansion of newborn care 
and gender-specific services at VA . Resolution No. 37, 
2016  

Telehealth/Rural Health  
Accessibility is often a barrier for veterans and caregivers 
when pursuing health services from VA. They should 
have consistent, quality access to care, regardless of 
location or availability of broadband networks. To 
address this, The American Legion has worked with VA 
to introduce a pilot program that provides telehealth sites 
in American Legion posts to serve rural areas, known as 
Project ATLAS. The American Legion urges Congress to 
pass legislation that expands broadband capabilities and 
services for veterans in remote areas to better meet their 
needs. Resolution No. 75, 2017  

Address the Forever War  
Nearly two decades after 9/11, U.S. troops continue to 
wage war in Iraq, Afghanistan and other corners of the 
world, under the 2001 and 2002 Authorizations for Use 
of Military Force (AUMF). However, the global security 
environment the United States faces is no longer the 
same, with the rise of great-power competition and other 
threats. Too often, the use of military force, as opposed to 
diplomacy, is considered the primary instrument of 
national power. The American Legion urges the renewal 
of a proper constitutional balance to U.S. foreign policy 
decision-making by urging Congress to renew its 
warmaking oversight role beginning with repealing or 
replacing the outdated post-9/11 AUMFs and by properly 
resourcing civilian tools of diplomacy. Resolution No. 22, 
2020  

Citizenship for Honorable Service  
Many veteran immigrants say they have been deported 
after discharge because they failed to acquire U.S. 
citizenship while serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. The 
American Legion supports measures to ensure the 
process of naturalization through military service is 
completed prior to discharge, to include reinstitution of 
the USCIS Naturalization at Basic Training Initiative, 
training for military recruiters and commands about the 
naturalization process, and the reopening all USCIS field 
offices abroad to serve servicemembers stationed 
overseas. Resolution No. 15, 2018 

Pay the Coast Guard  
U.S. Coast Guard personnel carry out daily missions vital 
to national security, but they serve in the only military 
branch forced to work without pay during government 
shutdowns, due to their status under the Department of 
Homeland Security. The repeated and all too common 
threat of government shutdowns brings severe hardship 
on Coast Guard men, women and families. The American 
Legion urges Congress to reintroduce and pass the Pay 
Our Coast Guard Parity Act, which would guarantee that 
Coast Guard personnel are paid without delay, even in 
the case of a government shutdown. Resolution No. 23, 
2016  

Close the 90/10 Loophole  
Proprietary schools offer students valuable education 
options, but some bad actors use a loophole in the 90-10 
rule to evade a cap on federal financial aid by 
aggressively targeting veterans, service members, 
families and survivors for their education benefits. The 
American Legion is committed to ensuring that veterans 
and their families receive the highest quality of education 
when using the GI Bill and encourages legislation and 
federal action to provide higher quality and student 
outcomes for institutions approved for use of VA 
education benefits by adding Department of Defense and 
VA funds to the Title IV revenue sources calculation 
under the Higher Education Act. Resolution No. 15, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Military Awards for Minority Veterans  
The American Legion urges Congress to pass legislation 
lifting statutes of limitations and other obstacles that 
may impede proper investigation and expand the review 
of minority veterans from all wars and conflicts whose 
military records and official descriptions of combat 
actions support consideration for the Medal of Honor 
and other military citations or medals. Resolution No. 17, 
2020 

Peer Support  
Studies show that peer support is mutually beneficial for 
people who are experiencing transitions, mental health 
concerns and for those who wish to give back to their 
communities. The American Legion has its own peer-
support program known as the “Buddy Check” and urges 
Congress to pass legislation requiring VA to implement a 
similar program. The American Legion also encourages 
legislation to establish a peer-support program that 
would offer grants to place peer-support specialists in 
local posts of veterans service organizations. Resolution 
No. 364, 2016  
 
Protect the American Flag  
The American Legion urges Congress to approve an 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution that would allow 
Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of the U.S. 
flag. Additionally, The American Legion urges Congress 
to pass the Flag Code Modernization Act of 2021 to 
amend the U.S. Flag Code to codify multiple common 
patriotic customs and practices as described in The 
American Legion Resolution No. 19: Flag Code 
Amendment. Resolution No. 19, 2016  

Global War on Terrorism Memorial  
The Global War on Terrorism is the longest war in U.S. 
history; more than 2.8 million American service 
members have been deployed abroad. After tens of 
thousands of casualties and thousands of deaths, it is 
only fitting that we honor the sacrifices of service 
members and their families with a Global War on 
Terrorism Memorial in a place of prominence at our 
nation’s capital. The American Legion believes this 
memorial belongs on the National Mall and urges 
Congress to pass the Global War on Terrorism Memorial 
Location Act. Resolution No. 16, 2017 

Spring BBQ Chicken Dinner – Saturday, May 15th 
 

Lowe’s Grove Post 416 announces its spring semi-annual chicken BBQ dinner will be held on Saturday, May 15th (Armed Services Day). Dinners will 
be served on a takeout basis only starting at noon-1pm.  Individual dinners will be sold at $10/meal.  The meal will include all the usuals, such as 
slaw, potato salad, roll, and the best doggone barbeque chicken this side of heaven. Ticket sales end on April 27th, so get yours today by 
contacting a post member or sending an email to AL416NC@gmail.com . 

  

Available Benefits Grow at Post 416 to 
Include Notary Services 

Did you know that in addition to the many discounts available to you, the facility is available for member 
use at no cost? Just schedule through the Adjutant. Also, a brand new benefit is now available – free notary 
services! Just contact Bill Granger directly in advance of your need so he can come with the needed 
supplies.  

  

Have You Seen Our Progress? 
Check out these latest photos of the development of batting/pitching cages. It won’t be long until we see 
them used on a regular basis! 

 

The Sentry is a free, monthly newsletter of the American Legion Post 416, 
Lowe’s Grove NC. 

Commander, James Lowe 
Adjutant/Communication Cmte Chair/The Sentry Editor, Bill Granger 
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https://al416nc.wixsite.com/al416nc 
E-mail: al416nc@gmail.com 

Calendar Reminders 
April 4: Easter 
 
April 6: U.S. entry into WWI (1917) 

Welcome, Bob Callahan! 

Bob is one of Post 416’s newest  
members, and is a U.S. Army veteran  
from the Vietnam era. We’re looking  
forward to serving alongside you for 
community, state, and nation. Please 
introduce yourself to him when you 
meet him and make him feel welcome! 


