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Post 416 and the 
Four Pillars 
-Written by Bill Granger, Post 416 Adjutant 
 
The American Legion's mission statement, as adopted 
by the National Executive Committee in October 
2020, is to enhance the well-being of America's 
veterans, their families, our military, and our 
communities by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 
But how specifically do we do that in our own 
community, state, and nation? How do we live out the 
American Legion motto of Veterans Strengthening 
America? At Post 416, we accomplish this through 
annual goal-setting based upon the four pillars of The 
American Legion: Veterans Affairs, Americanism, 
National Security, and Children and Youth. 
 
Over the past few years, we’ve been very transparent 
of our annual goals – reviewing them at monthly 
membership meetings and posting them as part of 
each set of meeting minutes for all to see. But what’s 
important to understand is how all of these goals are 
tied into the four pillars of The American Legion, and 
what actions Lowe’s Grove Post 416 is taking in 
support of each of the pillars. 
 
Veterans Affairs 
First and foremost, The American Legion is a veterans 
service organization, and we currently support many 
activities in our community that directly supports area 

 
veterans. The newest on the list is the Veterans 
Experience Action Conference, which we’ll partner 
with Cary Post 67 and is scheduled for March 17-
19, 2022. The last time this event was held over 
2,000 veterans from 16 states came to receive 
immediate action through the VA and community 
partners, speaking directly with VA officials for 
one-on-one personalized assistance for VA health 
care, claims, community resources, and more. Talk 
about making a difference not only in South 
Durham but in our state and nation! A veteran is a 
veteran - meaning The American Legion embraces 
all current and former members of the military and 
endeavors to help them transition into their chosen 
communities. 
 
Americanism 
Under the Americanism banner, we can celebrate 
the new partnership we’ve begun with Cub Scout 
Pack 495. Starting in January 2022, we can expect 
to host 40-60 young scouts and their den leaders 
on Thursday evenings. The American Legion’s 
partnership with scouting goes back to our origins 
in 1919 with over 2,500 scouting units supported 
across America, and now Lowe’s Grove joins that 
proud tradition. We advocate for upholding and 
defending the United States Constitution, equal 
justice and opportunity for everyone and 
discrimination against no one, youth education, 
responsible citizenship and honoring military 
service by observing and participating in memorial 
events.  

 
National Security 
Our contributions as part of the National Security 
pillar are mostly young, with the most notable being 
our recent addition of the Armed Service YMCA Food 
Bank. One of our annual goals is to begin partnering 
with local police and fire departments recognizing 
them in terms of the great public safety they provide 
to our community. More immediately, we hope to 
begin sponsoring blood drives with the American Red 
Cross, further enhancing the visibility of our post in 
South Durham. We celebrate all who contribute to 
something larger than themselves and hope to inspire 
others to serve and strengthen America. 
 
Children and Youth 
Our largest endeavor undertaken in these recent years 
has been the addition of American Legion Baseball. 
Planning for the upcoming 2022 season has already 
begun, to include the potential addition of one or two 
junior-level teams to accommodate the demand for 
this activity. Between this program coupled with our 
continued support for the South Durham Little 
League, the reach of Post 416 continues to grow and 
make a positive impact in our local community. We 
intend to educate, mentor and lead new generations of 
Americans. 
 
As you’ve likely witnessed, the changes and growth of 
the post over recent years has borne fruit – and all of 
it is based upon the four pillars of The American 
Legion. Let’s continue to be veterans strengthening 
America! 

Annual Membership Renewal Season 
- Written by Bill Granger, Post 416 Adjutant  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
As of publication time, our post is currently second in our district and fourth in the state (for posts similarly sized) 
at 82% renewed. For the 10 Legionnaires who renew their membership yearly and have yet to do so, December is 
the last opportunity for Post 416’s annual membership drive. Annual dues are only $30, making renewal more 
affordable than ever! You can renew via three different and convenient methods: 

- Pay in person at the monthly membership meeting, 
- Mail a check to the post’s post office box address, or 
- Renew online at Legion.org 

                                                                                                                                                                       
Our remaining membership renewal goals for this year are: (1) 90% post renewal by Jan 
1, 2022, and (2) 103% membership by March 1, 2022. Help us achieve our goals by 
completing your membership renewal today: be a part of the legacy – share the vision at 
Post 416! 

  

 

Tuesday, December 7th – Monthly Activities (dinner at 6pm, business meeting at 6:45pm) 
Tuesday, January 11th – Monthly Activities (no dinner, business meeting at 7:00pm) 
Tuesday, February 8th – Monthly Activities (no dinner, business meeting at 7:00pm) 
Saturday, February 12th – Post 416 hosts District 12 Meeting. Program starts at 11am. 
 

10 
Members to  
Final Goal 

https://www.legion.org/
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A History of Wright 
Brothers Day  
- Written by NationalToday.com 

Wright Brother’s Day is an important event in U.S. history and the 
advancement of aviation. Can you imagine not being able to fly 
around the world? What would transport be like without flights? Man 
has taken huge leaps in aviation over the past century, and Orville 
and Wilbur Wright had a huge part in this development. 

The Wright brothers were always 
fascinated with flying from a 
young age. The brothers were 
two of seven children born to 
Milton Wright and Susan 
Catherine Koerner. The family 
moved 12 times because of 
Milton Wright’s position as a 
bishop in the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ, before 
permanently moving to Dayton 
in 1884. The young Wright 
brothers’ father brought home a 
toy helicopter for them in 1878. 
The toy device was based on an 
invention by French aeronautical 
pioneer Alphonse Pénaud. 
Wilbur and Orville played with it 
until it broke, and then built 
their own. They credited the toy 
as the origin of their interest in 
flying. 

1896 saw three notable 
aeronautical events, which were 
embedded in the minds of the 
Wright brothers and marked the 
beginning of their serious  

interest in flight research. They 
favored the strategy of practicing 
gliding in order to master the art 
of control before trying out a 
motor-driven flight. This was 
inspired by German glider Otto 
Lilienthal and, despite Lilienthal 
plunging to his death in August 
1896, the Wright Brothers noted 
that his gliding was the correct 
way to go about learning to fly a 
motor-powered aircraft. 

The brother’s experimentation 
with flying was quite simple, yet 
impressive. They observed birds 
and how the animals change the 
angle of their wings to make 
their bodies roll left or right. 
Wilbur concluded that this 
would also be a great way for a 
flying machine to turn, just like a 
bird, or a person riding a bicycle. 

After several weeks of delays 
prompted by broken propeller 
shafts during the engine tests, 
the Wright brothers finally took 

to the air on December 17, 1903. 
The historic moment saw Orville 
and Wilbur Wright make two 
flights each from level ground 
into a glacial headwind blowing 
at 27 miles per hour. The first 
flight, by Orville at 10:35 am, 
flew 120 feet in 12 seconds at a 
speed of 6.8 miles per hour. This 
was recorded in a famous 
photograph. The next flights 
traveled roughly 175 and 200 
feet, by both Wilbur and Orville 
respectively, at an altitude of 10 
feet above the ground. 

The two aviation pioneers are 
regarded as the brothers who 
invented, built, and flew the 
world’s first successful motor-
operated airplane. The states of 
Ohio and North Carolina both 
take credit for the Wright 
brothers and their world-
changing inventions. This has 
created a friendly rivalry 
between the two states. 

Post 416 Participates in 2021 Morrisville Veterans Day Ceremony 
Adjutant Bill Granger and member Manfred Emmrich, residents of Morrisville, attended and represented Post 416 at the 2021 Morrisville Veterans Day Ceremony on November 
11th. It was a great day as you can see from these photos! 

 

 Calendar Year 2022 At A Glance 

At publication time, here is the tentative schedule for calendar year 2022 for the post: 
 
January 
     11 – Membership meeting only, no dinner 
February 
     8 - Membership meeting only, no dinner 
     12 – Hosting District 12 meeting 
March 
     8 – Membership meeting w/dinner 
April 
     12 – Membership meeting only, no dinner 
May 
     12 - Membership meeting w/dinner,  
             officer elections for ’22-’23 term 
     TBD – BBQ chicken dinner 
June 
     14 - Membership meeting only, no dinner 
     TBD – American Legion Baseball games 
July 
     12 - Membership meeting w/dinner,  
             officer installation for ’22-’23 term 
     TBD – American Legion Baseball games 
August 
     9 - Membership meeting only, no dinner 
September 
     13 - Membership meeting only, no dinner 
October 
     11 - Membership meeting only, no dinner 
     TBD – BBQ chicken dinner 
November 
     8 - Membership meeting only, no dinner 
December 
     13 - Membership meeting w/dinner 

  

 

Recruiting Event at Golden Corral 
On Thursday, November 11th at the Golden Corral on 5006 Apex Highway 55, Commander James Lowe, Second  
Vice-Commander Johnny Clinton, Financial Officer James Snyder, and Adjutant Bill Granger sat out front during the 
restaurant’s Veterans Day Salute for a member recruiting event. While we didn’t directly walk away with any new 
members that evening, a lot of community awareness of our presence in the South Durham area was generated. Not to 
forget, many awesome conversations were had with veterans in our community! 
 
Thank you gentlemen, for your service and efforts on this front! 

 

 

The Sentry is a free, monthly newsletter of the American Legion Post 416, 
Lowe’s Grove NC. 

Commander, James Lowe 
Adjutant/Communication Cmte Chair/The Sentry Editor, Bill Granger 

 
American Legion Post 416, P.O. Box 12202,  

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
 

 
 

https://al416nc.wixsite.com/al416nc 

E-mail: al416nc@gmail.com 

Calendar Reminders 
December 7: Pearl Harbor Day (1941) 
 

December 13: U.S. National Guard birthday 
 

December 15: Bill of Rights Day 
 

December 17: Wright Brothers Day (1903) 
 

December 18: National Wreaths Across America Day 
 

December 20: Operation Just Cause (1989) 
 

December 25:  Christmas 
 

December 28: Pledge of Allegiance Day 
 

December 31: New Year’s Eve 

https://nationaltoday.com/wright-brothers-day/
https://al416nc.wixsite.com/al416nc
mailto:al416nc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ALpost416NC/

