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30th Anniversary of 
Operation Desert 
Shield 
-Posted on History.com 
 
On August 7, 1990, President George Herbert Walker 
Bush ordered the organization of Operation Desert 
Shield in response to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on 
August 2. The order prepared American troops to 
become part of an international coalition in the war 
against Iraq that would be launched as Operation 
Desert Storm in January 1991. To support Operation 
Desert Shield, Bush authorized a dramatic increase in 
U.S. troops and resources in the Persian Gulf. 

Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein and hard-line Iraqi 
nationalists had always believed Kuwait should be 
part of Iraq, but nationalist propaganda aside, 
acquiring control of Kuwait’s oil fields was Hussein’s 
primary interest. In addition, control of Kuwait 
represented a strategic military objective should Iraq 
be forced into a war with its western-friendly Arab 
neighbors. Hussein calculated incorrectly that the 
United States and the United Nations, who were 
closely tracking Iraq’s military buildup along Kuwait’s 

 
borders, would not try to stop him. However, when 
Iraqi ground forces entered Kuwait on August 2, 
1990, President Bush immediately proclaimed that 
the invasion “would not stand” and vowed to help 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in their efforts to force 
the Iraqis from Kuwaiti land. 
 
On November 29, 1990, the United Nations 
Security Council authorized the use of “all means 
necessary” to remove Hussein’s forces from 
Kuwait, giving Iraq the deadline of midnight on 
January 16, 1991, to leave or risk forcible removal. 
After negotiations between U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker and Iraq’s foreign minister, Tariq 
Aziz, failed, Congress authorized President Bush to 
use American troops in the coming conflict. 
 
Just after midnight on January 17 in the U.S., Bush 
gave the order for U.S. troops to lead an 
international coalition in an attack on Saddam 
Hussein’s army. U.S. General Norman 
Schwarzkopf led “Operation Desert Storm,” which 
began with a massive bombing of Hussein’s armies 
in Iraq and Kuwait. The ensuing campaign, which 
is remembered in part for the United States’ use of 
superior military technology, introduced the term 
“smart bombs” to the global vernacular—precision-
bombing devices aimed primarily at destroying 

 
infrastructure and minimizing civilian casualties. In 
response, Hussein launched SCUD missiles into Saudi 
Arabia and Israel. Iraq’s use of SCUDs, notoriously 
inaccurate weapons designed to terrorize civilian 
targets, nearly succeeded in inciting the Israelis to 
retaliate. Hussein hoped an Israeli military response 
would draw neighboring Arab nations into the fight on 
Iraq’s side, but he again committed a grave 
miscalculation. Bush reassured Israelis that the U.S. 
would protect them from Hussein’s terrifying SCUD 
attacks and Israel resisted the urge to retaliate. Soon 
after, U.S.–installed Patriot missiles destroyed SCUD 
missiles in flight and further foiled Hussein’s plan to 
goad Israel into a holy war. 
 
Following an intense bombing of Baghdad, U.S.-led 
coalition ground forces marched into Kuwait and 
across the Iraq border. Regular Iraqi troops 
surrendered in droves, leaving only Hussein’s hard-
line Republican Guard to defend the capital, which 
they were unsuccessful in doing. After pushing 
Hussein’s forces out of Kuwait, Schwarzkopf called a 
ceasefire on February 28; he accepted the surrender of 
Iraqi generals on March 3. 

Fall BBQ Chicken Dinner Scheduled! 
The fall barbecue chicken dinner will be held on Saturday, November 6th in honor of 
Veterans Day. Dinners will be served on a takeout basis only and can be picked up 
between noon and 2pm. Tickets will be available at the August membership meeting for 
distribution and for $10/meal. 

The meal will include all the usuals, 
such as slaw, potato salad, roll, and 
the best doggone barbeque chicken 
this side of heaven. All members are 
encouraged to sell advance tickets. 

If you would like to obtain tickets 
and cannot attend an in-person 
meeting, please email 
AL416NC@gmail.com or contact 
Finance Officer Jim Snyder directly 
to work out alternate arrangements. 

“The Sentry” Wins Statewide Award 
At the 2021 North Carolina Department Convention, the Post 416 monthly newletter, 
“The Sentry,” won 3rd place for best post newsletter. At the July 2021 post 
membership meeting, District 12 Commander Lewis Atwater and District 12 Vice-
Commander Regina Merritt presented the award to the editor, Bill Granger. 

Editor’s Note: I am tickled pink we 
could achieve this honor in our first 
year of existence. It is my sincerest 
wish that we can continue to create 
meaningful content for Post 416’s 
membership, keeping us up-to-date 
on all the post’s activities while 
celebrating everything we’re doing 
for community, state, and nation 
along the way! Woot! 

   Tuesday, August 10th – Monthly Activities (No dinner, business meeting at 7:00pm) 
Saturday, August 14th – District 12 Meeting at Post 7, 406 E. Trinity Avenue, Durham, NC 27701 (Meeting begins at 11:00am) 
Tuesday, September 14th – Monthly Activities (Dinner at 6:00pm, business meeting at 6:45pm) 
Tuesday, October 12th - Monthly Activities (Dinner at 6:00pm, business meeting at 6:45pm) 
 

(U.S. Army photo by Spc. Daniel Jackson) 
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Post 416 Receives Two 
Membership Awards 
During our July membership meeting, Post 416 was 
recognized for meeting two membership milestones 
during the 2020-21 fiscal year: the Cardinal Award (for 
meeting early bird targets), and a 100% Post Renewal 
Retention Ribbon. We ended the year at 112% over the 
previous year! Pictured below (from left to right) are: 
District 12 Commander Lewis Atwater, Membership 
Committee Chair Bill Granger, District 12 Vice-
Commander Regina Merritt, and Post 416 Commander 
James Lowe. Congratulations to all who made it happen! 

Invitation to District 12 
August Meeting 

All members of The American Legion in District 12 are 
invited to attend the next gathering on Saturday, August 
14th beginning at 11am. The meeting will be held at 
Durham Post 7, which is located at 406 E. Trinity 
Avenue, Durham, NC 27701. We’d love to have robust 
participation from Post 416!  

 

Annual Membership Renewal Time 

 For Legionnaires who renew their membership yearly, now is the time for Post 416’s annual membership drive. Dues are only $30, 
making renewal more affordable than ever! You can renew via three different and convenient methods: 

- Pay in person at the monthly membership meeting, 
- Mail a check to the post’s post office box address, or 
- Renew online at Legion.org 

Our membership renewal goals for this year are: (1) 50% post renewal by Sep 1, 2021, (2) 90% post renewal by Jan 1, 2022, and (3) 103% 
membership by March 1, 2022. Help us achieve our goals by completing your membership renewal today: be a part of the legacy – share 
the vision at Post 416! 

Inaugural Season of Post 416 American Legion Baseball Completed 

There has been much activity surrounding our post since late 2020, and most if it has surrounded the creation and support of an American Legion baseball team at Post 416. From 
the former warehouse being converted from storage space into a training room, to identifying a new shed and storage solutions, and the development of batting/pitching cages in 
the back, all of these activities have one common element uniting them: baseball! After much effort by a great host of volunteers on many fronts, Post 416’s first foray into 
American Legion baseball has successfully concluded with a 3 win- 6 loss season in our division.  

A great deal of thanks and acknowledgement goes to the members of our baseball committee: Chairperson George Scruggs, and members Jim Lowe and Larry Strickland. The 
realization of this initiative has already netted positive impacts in membership and regular activity at the post that will positively propel our organization into the future. We also 
wildly applaud and cheer the 14 young men who participated in this year’s season, and couldn’t be more excited for the return of next year’s team.  

 

Post 416 Installs 2021-22 Post Officers 
During the July membership meeting, our Post 416 Officer for the 2021-22 fiscal year were installed. In the photo to the left are 
pictured (left to right): 2nd Vice-Commander Johnny Clinton, Commander James Lowe, Finance Officer Jim Snyder,  
Adjutant Bill Granger, and Sergeant-at-Arms Joe Dean. District 12 Commander Lewis Atwater officiating. Not pictured are  
1st Vice-Commander Larry Strickland and Chaplain George Scruggs who will be installed during a future membership meeting. 
 

 

The Sentry is a free, monthly newsletter of the American 
Legion Post 416, Lowe’s Grove NC. 
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E-mail: al416nc@gmail.com 

Calendar Reminders 
August 2: Operation Desert Shield Begins (1990) 
August 2: U.S. Coast Guard Birthday 
August 7: Purple Heart Day 
August 14: VJ Day (1945) 
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