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7 Things You Didn’t 
Know About Armed 
Forces Day 
-Written by The American Legion 
 
As Memorial Day especially honors deceased military 
veterans and those who died in action, and Veterans 
Day living veterans, Armed Forces Day especially 
honors current active-duty servicemembers on the 
third Saturday of May. Here are some other facts 
about the holiday. 

1. President Harry Truman first instituted 
Armed Forces Day in 1950. When the separate 
departments for each military service branch were 

 
placed under the new Department of Defense in 
the late 1940s, it was decided that there should be 
one all-inclusive service day to recognize the 
uniformed branches and those who serve in them. 

2. During the first Armed Forces Day, 
highlights included B-36 bombers flying over the 
capitals of every state; 10,000 troops and veterans 
marching in Washington, D.C.; and more than 
36,000 participating in a parade in New York City. 
(CNN) 

3. President John F. Kennedy officially 
made it a national holiday in 1961. (CNN) 

4. Many countries observe some form of the 

 
holiday to honor their own armed forces. (Wikipedia) 

5. Each year’s Armed Forces Day has a theme. 
2019’s was "For the Nation. For the People." 

6. Armed Forces Day is part of Armed Forces 
Week leading up to it, as well as of Military 
Appreciation Month. 

7. The American Legion rekindled the World 
War I-era Blue Star Banner program after 9/11 
for the families of those serving on active duty; Armed 
Forces Day is the perfect time to hold a Blue Star 
Salute for servicemembers and their families. 

Thomas Sanders Memorial Service Scheduled for Sat., June 12
 

Thomas Michael “Sandy” Sanders, age 72, passed peacefully into the afterlife on January 8, 2021, in his home with his wife, Barbara by his side. 
Sandy was diagnosed with gastroesophageal cancer, a terminal diagnosis, about two years ago, and bravely fought for his life until all options had 
been exhausted. A memorial service is being held at the post on Saturday, June 12 beginning at 10am. 

Sandy was born March 17, 1948, to Robert and Bonice Sanders who served in the Air Force. After high school, Sandy enlisted in the Marine Corps 
during which time he fought in the Vietnam War and was stationed in Vietnam and the Philippines. Sandy transitioned from the Marines to the 
Army National Guard where he spent sixteen years before retiring from service. 

Sandy had many jobs that he loved over his working career. Among them were firefighter at RDU airport, EMT, and truck driving. He was a gun 
enthusiast and had many interests, including hunting and fishing. Sandy enjoyed spending time with his family and friends. He had a big heart and 
never hesitated to help anyone he could. He will be deeply missed. A memorial service is being planned for this summer.  

2021-22 Post 416 Officer Elections 
At the upcoming May membership meeting, elections for next year’s post officers will 
be held for the term starting July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022. According to our 
charter, any member can nominate another member for a position right up to election 
time with a write-in vote. Follows are the slate of candidates for each position who have 
indicated a willingness to serve: 

James Lowe, Commander 
Larry Strickland, 1st Vice-Commander 
Johnny Clinton, 2nd Vice-Commander 
James Snyder, Financial Officer 
Bill Granger, Adjutant 
Joe Dean, Sergeant-at-Arms 
George Scruggs, Chaplain 
(vacant), Historian 

 

For the first time, all members have the option to participate voting in-person at the 
May membership meeting or casting a ballot virtually via Google Forms. Please choose 
one method or the other and do not vote virtually if you intend on doing so in-person. 
The Google form can be accessed using the following link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdslheNF7X5JFdWU7S5p_zEV_tzQ0h
hFYhgq_esHtQGG3ajkg/viewform?usp=pp_url 
 

Please note that access to Google form voting will end on Tuesday, May 11th at 6:30pm, 
so all ballots can be counted live at the May membership meeting. Let your voice be 
heard and be sure to vote for the candidates of your choice today! 

  
 Tuesday, May 11th – Monthly Activities (no dinner, business meeting at 7pm) 

Saturday, May 15 – Spring BBQ Chicken Dinner, $10/meal (carryout only, pickup is noon-1pm) 
Tuesday, June 8th – Monthly Activities (no dinner, business meeting at 7pm) 
Saturday, June 12th – Sanders Memorial Service (10am) 
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South Durham Little 
League Schedule 
The schedule for our team, the STARS, is posted below. 
All games will be held at Crest Street Park, located at 
2503 Crest Street in downtown Durham. All games are 
pending inclement weather. 

Monday, May 10 – 6:30pm (v. Bears) 

Wednesday, May 12 – 6:30pm (v. Dawgs) 

Wednesday, May 19 - 6:30pm (v. Bears) 

Monday, May 24 – 6:30pm (v. Bears) 

Wednesday, May 26 – 6:30pm (v. Dawgs) 

Wednesday, June 2 – 6:30pm (2-seed v. 3-seed) 

Friday, June 4 – 6:30pm (1-seed v. TBD) 

American Legion 
Baseball Schedule 
Update 

The game schedule is 
still being set for our 
new Post 416 team. The 
only info available at 
print time is the first 
local game will be held 
on Wednesday, June 
23 at the Historic 
Durham Athletic Park 
located at 500 West 
Corporation Street in 
downtown Durham 
(time TBD, but likely 
evening). Save the date! 

 

Spring BBQ Chicken Dinner – Saturday, May 15th 
 

If you’ve purchased a BBQ chicken dinner ticket, this is a reminder to pickup your meal on Saturday, May 15th (Armed Services Day). Dinners will 
be served on a takeout basis only starting at noon-1pm.  The meal will include all the usuals, such as slaw, potato salad, roll, a Little Debbie snack 
item, and the best doggone barbeque chicken this side of heaven.  

  

Available Benefits Grow at Post 416 to 
Include Free Notary Services 

Did you know that in addition to the many discounts available to you, the facility is available for member 
use at no cost? Just schedule through the Adjutant. Also, a brand new benefit is now available – free notary 
services! Just contact Bill Granger directly in advance of your need so he can come with the needed 
supplies.  

  

Have You Seen Our Progress? 
The new storage shed has been delivered! The batting cages have been completed!  Congratulations to the 
baseball committee team of 
George Scruggs (chair), Larry 
Strickland, and Jim Lowe for 
getting ‘er done! 

A Call for Volunteers 
- Written on behalf of Larry Strickland, Peanut Committee Chairperson 

Most Post 416 members already 
know that peanut sales is one of 
the primary means we raise 
funds so we can continue to 
support the many benevolence 
projects undertaken by the 
post. This year has seen some 
amazing peanut sales – which 
is great – but it has created a 
new set of high-class 
challenges. One way YOU can 
help is by volunteering when a 
need for cooking peanuts is 
identified. As of late, we seem 
to be relying upon the same 
cast of faithful characters, and 
for their service I am grateful. 
However, we have many 
members not involved with our 
efforts, and I am asking you to 
get involved for a few hours to 
make our economic engine run! 

Please send me an email if you 
are willing to occasionally help 
out cooking peanuts. It’ll make 
a huge impact, not only for our 
post, but for community, state, 
and nation! 

LegionTV – Now on YouTube.com 
Did you know the American Legion has it’s own YouTube channel with hundreds of free 
videos on topics relevant to members? Subscribe now at:  

https://www.youtube.com/user/americanlegionHQ 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Join the American Legion? 
Have you ever had anyone ask you, “why should I join the American Legion?” Our post 
is active, and we have a lot to offer other veterans who aren’t currently involved with us. 
Most prior service members are motivated to make a postive contribution to 
community, state, and nation, and the best way to tell someone why are the four “B’s”: 

 

The Sentry is a free, monthly newsletter of the American 
Legion Post 416, Lowe’s Grove NC. 

Commander, James Lowe 
Adjutant/Communication Cmte Chair/The Sentry Editor, Bill 

Granger 

 
American Legion Post 416, P.O. Box 12202,  

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
 

 
 

https://al416nc.wixsite.com/al416nc 

E-mail: al416nc@gmail.com 

Calendar Reminders 
May 8: V-E Day (1945) 
May 9: Mother’s Day 
May 15: Armed Forces Day 
May 28: National Poppy Day 
May 31: Memorial Day 
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