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ALA Makes An 
Impact Through Its 
Many Programs 
-Written by the American Legion Auxilliary 
 
In the spirit of “Service, Not Self,” the mission of the 
American Legion Auxiliary is to support The 
American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those 
who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, 
military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, they advocate for veterans, 
educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote 
patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security. 
 
The American Legion Auxiliary has made a difference 
in the lives of military veterans, servicemembers, their 
families, and local youth for over 100 years. This has 
been possible through the many programs of the ALA. 
As we celebrate the 102nd birthday of the ALA, let’s 
take a look at a few of those programs and when they 
were started. 

 
Poppy Program — The ALA’s storied Poppy 
Program ties the image of the iconic red flower to 
the sacrifice of service made by our nation’s 
military veterans. Led by the ALA, members of The 
American Legion Family distribute millions of red 
crepe paper poppies each year at special events 
surrounding National Poppy Day®, Memorial Day, 
and Veterans Day in exchange for donations. 
Poppy funds may be used only for the welfare of 
veterans, active military personnel, and the 
families of veterans and active military personnel 
where financial and medical need is evident. The 
red paper poppies are sometimes handmade by 
veterans as part of their therapeutic rehabilitation. 
ALA’s Poppy Program had a national tone in 1924 
and was endorsed by the Legion in 1925. The 
Auxiliary had a Poppy Program Committee in 
1922. But it took a while to get the national 
program organized. In 2018, the U.S. Congress 
designated the Friday prior to Memorial Day as 
National Poppy Day — thanks to efforts of The 
American Legion Family. 
 
Junior Activities Program — Engaging the 
next generation to become members in the 
American Legion Auxiliary is an important  

 
purpose of the Junior Activities Program. Established 
as its own program in the 1936-1937 ALA 
administrative year, Junior Activities was previously 
part of the Community Service Program. In the 
following year, Junior membership grew nationally 
from 29,000 to 40,000. Junior Auxiliary membership 
is open to girls from infancy through age 17. Under the 
supervision of the ALA’s senior members, the Junior 
Activities Program prepares girls to become active 
adult members of the organization by providing 
positive volunteer experiences that instill the ideals of 
the Auxiliary. These girls develop leadership skills 
while having fun and will hopefully become future 
leaders of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
 
American Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation — 
Founded in 1947, ALA Girls Nation is a unique, 
weeklong firsthand learning experience about the 
workings of the federal government and interaction 
within a mock government. There are opportunities 
for development or enhancement of leadership and 
interpersonal skills. ALA Girls Nation has had more 
than 7,000 young women participating in all those 
years. ALA Girls State, a similar mock-government-
in-action learning and leadership program, is 
administered by Auxiliary departments. 

Annual Membership Renewal Season 
- Written by Bill Granger, Post 416 Adjutant  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
As of publication time, our post is currently first in our district and fourth in the state (for posts similarly sized) at 82% 
renewed. For the 10 Legionnaires who renew their membership yearly and have yet to do so, now is the time for Post 
416’s annual membership drive. Annual dues are only $30, making renewal more affordable than ever! You can renew via 
three different and convenient methods: 
- Pay in person at the monthly membership meeting, 
- Mail a check to the post’s post office box address, or 
- Renew online at Legion.org 
                                                                                                                                                                       
Our remaining membership renewal goals for this year are: (1) 90% post renewal by Jan 1, 
2022, and (2) 103% membership by March 1, 2022. Help us achieve our goals by completing 
your membership renewal today: be a part of the legacy – share the vision at Post 416! 

Fall BBQ Chicken Dinner This Saturday! 
 

The fall barbecue chicken dinner will be held on Saturday, November 6th in honor of Veterans Day. Dinners will be served on a takeout basis 
only and can be picked up between noon and 2pm. The meal will include all the usuals, such as slaw, potato salad, roll, a small snack cake, 
and the best doggone barbeque chicken this side of heaven.  If you would like to obtain a meal and you have yet to purchase your advance 
ticket there are a small number of extra meals available, but please email AL416NC@gmail.com or contact Finance Officer Jim Snyder 
directly to make sure a meal is waiting for you! 

  

 Saturday, November 6th – Fall BBQ Chicken Dinner. Carryout only, pickup dinners between noon-2pm. 
Tuesday, November 9th – Monthly Activities (no dinner, business meeting at 7pm) 
Thursday, November 11th – Recruitment event at Golden Corral, 5006 Apex Hwy 55, Durham NC from 4pm-9pm. 
Tuesday, December 7th – Monthly Activities (dinner at 6pm, business meeting at 6:45pm) 
 

American Legion Auxilary 

Celebrates 102 Years 

10 
Members to  
Final Goal 

https://www.legion-aux.org/Blog/ALA-makes-an-impact-through-its-many-programs
https://www.legion.org/
mailto:AL416NC@gmail.com?subject=Fall%20BBQ%20Chicken%20Tickets
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Something In Common: 
For God and Country  
- Written by Bill Granger, Post 416 Adjutant 
 
Did you know the Cub Scouts and The American Legion share a duty 
to God and Country in each of their charter documents? According to 
The American Legion website, the Legion’s partnership with the Boy 
Scouts of America started in 1919 and there are currently over 2,500 
other posts who actively partner with a local scout troop. The Legion 
actively supports the scouts under the Americanism pillar. 

During our October membership meeting, our post was approached 
by the leadership of Cub Scout Pack 495, whose current sponsoring 
organization, Parkwood United Methodist Church, was ending their 
relationship as of December 31, 2021. Cub Scout Pack 495 is seeking 
a place to meet for their activities as well as new sponsoring 
organization effective January 1, 2022. Regularly meeting on 
Thursday evenings, they typically run 50-60 cub scouts plus 
supervising adults. They made it very clear they carry their own 
insurance and would indemnify the post should they have an injury 
or accept liability should they cause damage to our facility during 
their use.  

As part of the discussion during the October meeting, it was agreed 
we would draft a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for their 
gratis use of our facility, and we would post this article in the 

November edition of The Sentry 
to serve as a read-ahead so a way 
forward can be agreed upon 
during the November 
membership meeting (because of 
the tight timeline required).  

Members of the Executive 
Committee are meeting with 
scout district leadership during 
the week of November 1-5 to 
personally resolve any potential 
sticking points with the MOU. 
Our standard rental agreement, 
similar to the church and BEST 
agreements, has been drafted to 
that effect and sent to them in 
advance of that meeting. 

One anticipated challenge to 
overcome involves the Boy 
Scouts of America being under 
bankruptcy protection, and as 
such may render their 
sponsorship documents suspect 
in terms of enforceability as a 
result of a negotiated settlement 
entered into by the scouting 

organization. More details will 
be gathered by members of the 
Executive Committee in advance 
of the November membership 
meeting. The most likely path 
forward is to enter solely into a 
facility-use agreement (aka the 
MOU) with Cub Scout Pack 495 
and allow the cub scouts to use 
our facility without committing 
the post as a sponsoring 
organization until the Boy Scouts 
of America emerge from 
bankruptcy protection. 
Sponsorship documents would 
be re-evaluated at a later date. 

Cub Scout Pack 495 is a very 
detailed-run organization, as is 
evidenced by their presentation 
and call for action during the 
October membership meeting. 
Their history of behavior is 
flawless. For those of you 
desiring more background on 
their work with local youth, you 
can check them out on their own 
website at DurhamPack495.org . 

 

 

Have You Witnessed All the Activity at the Post? 
Wow! All the efforts over the past couple of years has seen a dramatic upswing in daily activity at the post. These are pictures from Saturday, October 30th , and does not include a 
photo of the team cooking peanuts that morning as well. It’s great to see us making a difference for community, state, and nation! 

 

 

 Grounds Improvements Continue 

As approved during the October membership meeting, purchase of mulch for all the new azaleas has been 
completed. Another big round of thanks goes to 2nd Vice-Commander Johnny Clinton leading the way! 

  

 

 

The Sentry is a free, monthly newsletter of the American Legion Post 416, 
Lowe’s Grove NC. 

Commander, James Lowe 
Adjutant/Communication Cmte Chair/The Sentry Editor, Bill Granger 

 
American Legion Post 416, P.O. Box 12202,  

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
 

 
 

https://al416nc.wixsite.com/al416nc 

E-mail: al416nc@gmail.com 

Calendar Reminders 
November 2: Election Day 
 
November 4: Diwali 
 
November 7: Daylight Savings Time ends (fall back 1 hour) 
 
November 10: American Legion Auxiliary birthday 
 
November 10: U.S. Marine Corps birthday 
 
November 11: Veterans Day 
 
November 25:  Thanksgiving 
 
November 29: Hanukkah 

From L to R: Post 416 
Commander James Lowe, Pack 
495 Assistant Cubmaster Ian 
Anderson, Cubmaster Vic 
Weigman, and Committee Chair 
Steven Goodman.  

Cub Scout Pack 495 

https://www.legion.org/scouting/about
https://www.durhampack495.org/index.html
https://al416nc.wixsite.com/al416nc
mailto:al416nc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ALpost416NC/

